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United States — contacts are Ann Link, Women’s Caucus
delegate to the National Committee, and Jennifer Sullivan,
Women’s Caucus Spokesperson and Treasurer

2) Discussion for 10 days (Jan. 9-Jan. 15 and Jan. 23-Jan.
26), vote for 8 days (Jan. 27-Feb. 4) — approved by 2/3
vote per caucus bylaws

3) Editor is Ann Link, 30 Clinton Street, Apt. 4], Brooklyn,
NY 11201, 347-226-1195, eastst@hotmail.com

4) 11. Social Justice, A. Civil Rights and Equal Rights, 1.
Women's Rights

5) The current language of the plank that is being
addressed is below

6) The revised text with housekeeping changes and
amendments in bold is further below

CURRENT TEXT

1. Women's Rights

Since the beginning of what we call civilization, when
men's dominance over women was firmly established,
until the present day, our history has been marred with
oppression of and brutality to women. The Green Party
deplores this system of male domination, known as
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1. Women's Rights




patriarchy, in all its forms, both subtle and overt — from
oppression, inequality, and discrimination to all forms of
violence against women and girls including rape,
trafficking, forced sex which is also rape, slavery,
prostitution and violence against women within marriage
and relationships and in all institutions. The change the
world is crying for cannot occur unless women's voices
are heard. Democracy cannot work without equality for
women, which provides equal participation and
representation. It took an extraordinary and ongoing fight
over 72 years for women to win the right to vote.
However, the Equal Rights Amendment, first introduced in
1923, has still not been ratified by 2012, representing a
continuous struggle of 87 years with no victory in sight.
We believe that equality should be a given, and that all
Greens must work toward that end. We are committed to
increasing participation of women in politics, government
and leadership so they can change laws, make decisions,
and create policy solutions that affect and will improve
women's lives, and we are building our party so that
Greens can be elected to office to do this. In July 2002 the
National Women's Caucus of the Green Party of the
United States was founded to carry out the Party's
commitment to women.

We also support, and call on others to support, the many
existing and ongoing efforts for women:

Social Equality
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a.

d.

We support the equal application of the
Constitution of the United States of America to all
citizens, and therefore call for passage of the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA). We urge accelerated
ratification by three or more of the remaining 15
states that are required to pass ERA into law and
into the Constitution. We urge renewed efforts
and campaigns to ratify the ERA. We support the
Equal Rights Amendment reintroduced in the U.S.
Congress, and support using the precedent of a
three-state strategy for ratification.

We call for equal representation of women in
Congress instead of the current 17% in 2012.

The Green Party calls for U.S. passage of CEDAW,
the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women, which was
adopted in 1979 by the U.N. General Assembly
and ratified by 173 countries. The U.S. is one of
the very few countries, and the only industrialized
nation, that have not ratified it.

The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission
should actively investigate and prosecute sexual
harassment complaints. Women who file
complaints must not be persecuted and should be
protected under federal and state law. We must
enshrine in law the basic principle that women
have the same rights as men, and promote gender
equality and fairness in the work force to ensure
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We support the equal application of the
Constitution of the United States of America to all
citizens, and therefore call for passage of the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA). We urge accelerated
ratification by three or more of the remaining 15
states that are required to pass ERA into law and
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Equal Rights Amendment reintroduced in the U.S.
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three-state strategy for ratification.

We call for equal representation of women in
Congress instead of the current 17% in 2012.

The Green Party calls for U.S. passage of CEDAW,
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The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission
should actively investigate and prosecute sexual
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that women receive equal pay for jobs of equal
worth.

e. We support the inclusion of an equal number of
women and men in peace talks and negotiations,
not only because these efforts directly affect their
lives and those of their husbands, children and
families, but also because when women are
involved, the negotiations are more successful.

Reproductive Rights

Women's rights must be protected and expanded to
guarantee each woman's right as a full participant in
society, free from sexual harassment, job discrimination
or interference in the intensely personal choice about
whether to have a child.

Women's right to control their bodies is non-negotiable. It
is essential that the option of a safe, legal abortion
remains available. The "morning-after" pill must be
affordable and easily accessible without a prescription,
together with a government-sponsored public relations
campaign to educate women about this form of
contraception. Clinics must be accessible and must offer
advice on contraception and the means for contraception;
consultation about abortion and the performance of
abortions, and; abortion regardless of age or marital
status.

complaints must not be persecuted and should be
protected under federal and state law. We must
enshrine in law the basic principle that women
have the same rights as men, and promote gender
equality and fairness in the work force to ensure
that women receive equal pay for jobs of equal
worth.

e. We support the inclusion of an equal number of
women and men in peace talks and negotiations,
not only because these efforts directly affect their
lives and those of their husbands, children and
families, but also because when women are
involved, the negotiations are more successful.

Reproductive Rights

Women's rights must be protected and expanded to
guarantee each woman's right as a full participant in
society, free from sexual harassment, job discrimination
or interference in the intensely personal choice about
whether to have a child.

Women's right to control their bodies is non-negotiable. It
is essential that the option of a safe, legal abortion
remains available. The "morning-after" pill must be
affordable and easily accessible without a prescription,
together with a government-sponsored public relations
campaign to educate women about this form of
contraception. Clinics must be accessible and must offer
advice on contraception and the means for contraception;




We endorse women's right to use contraception and,
when they choose, to have an abortion. This right cannot
be limited to women's age or marital status.
Contraception and abortion must be included in all health
insurance policies in the U.S., and any state government
must be able to legally offer these services free of charge
to women at the poverty level. Public health agencies
operating abroad should be allowed to offer family
planning, contraception, and abortion in all countries that
ask for those services. We oppose our government's habit
of cutting family planning funds when those funds go to
agencies in foreign countries that give out contraceptive
devices, offer advice on abortion, and perform abortions.

We encourage women and men to prevent unwanted
pregnancies. It is the inalienable right and duty of every
woman to learn about her body and to be aware of the
phases of her menstrual cycle, and it is the duty for every
man to be aware of the functions and health of his and
his partner's bodies. This information is necessary for
self-determination, to make informed decisions, and to
prevent unintended consequences. Unplanned
conception takes control away from individuals and makes
them subject to external controls. The "morning-after" pill
and option of a safe and legal abortion need to remain
available.

Economic Equality

Since, nationally, women earn only 77% of men's wages
for equal work, despite outnumbering men in the
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workforce and despite the U.S. 1963 Equal Pay Act, we
support intensified effort to see this unfair gap closed,
including support for the Paycheck Fairness Act and
similar legislation, and greater effort at enforcement.

Single mothers are the largest and most severely
impoverished group in the United States, which explains
why 22% of the children in our country live below the
poverty line. Welfare reform has forced mothers to
abandon their children while they travel to work at
minimum wage jobs. With the extreme pay inequity,
single mothers cannot afford child care, nurture their
children, and move out of poverty.

The Green Party supports real reforms to end poverty and
return dignity and opportunity to all mothers. We call for
implementing innovative programs that work with the
particular and special needs of motherhood. We also
support other programs such as a universal basic income
(known also as a guaranteed income or Citizen Dividend,
as described in True Cost Pricing and Tax Fairness, IV. E.)
that will provide for those who nurture the next
generation — work that is of incalculable importance to
our society.

Violence and Oppression
Language is often used as a weapon by those with power,

and women have traditionally borne the brunt of inflicted
injuries. Freedom of speech is vital to democracy.
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However, we believe that this freedom should not be
used to perpetuate oppression and abuse.

Violence against women is increasing nationwide. We
must address the root cause of all violence even as we
specifically address violence to women. We support
stronger legislation, programs and enforcement. We also
call for new dialog and re-thinking that can lead to better
language, ideas and solutions. We urge that the term
"domestic violence" be replaced by the term "violence,"
because "domestic violence" is not perceived as real
violence, which leads to it not being treated legally and
practically for the violence that it is. We urge that the
term "sex work" not be used in relation to prostitution.
With the increasing conflation of trafficking (the violent
and illegal trafficking in women and girls for forced sex)
with prostitution, it is impossible to know which is which,
and what violence the term "sex work" is masking. No
source in existence knows which forms of prostitution
comprise forced sex and which comprise free will or
choice prostitution. Forced sex is rape, and it is a crime.
An increasing number of experts think the percentage of
choice prostitution is very small, leaving the larger
number of women exposed to serious and often fatal
violence. Much of what is commonly called prostitution is
actually sex trafficking by definition. The Green Party calls
for a safer world for women and girls.

The Green Party has zero tolerance for the illegal
international trafficking in humans. Of the millions of
humans trafficked worldwide, the large majority are
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women and children who are bought and sold as slaves.
They are kept captive and in debt-bondage that can never
be paid off. Most are sold over and over again for forced
sex prostitution. Forced sex is rape and a serious crime.
Some are forced to labor in agriculture, sweat shops,
hotels, restaurants, domestic service and other forms of
servitude. According to Human Rights Watch, in all cases
coercive tactics — including deception, fraud,
intimidation, isolation, threat and use of physical force, or
debt bondage — are used to control women. Estimates of
human trafficking in the U.S. vary greatly from 18,000 to
50,000 to over 100,000 with a worldwide estimate of 12.5
million, mostly women and children.

The Green Party calls for new U.S. legislation relating to
prostitution modeled on the Swedish law passed in 1999,
now adopted by other countries and being considered by
more, that has drastically reduced human trafficking and
prostitution in Sweden. That law criminalizes the
purchase of services from prostitutes, pimps and brothel
keepers instead of criminalizing the prostitutes. The
Green Party urges the U.S. to open dialogs and visit with
Sweden as a step toward introducing legislation in the
U.S. Congress to address the exploitation, violence and
harm to women through prostitution.

The Green Party supports all efforts to eradicate this
extreme abuse of human rights, including but not limited
to enforcement of existing laws and passage of tough new
ones, punishing traffickers, aiding victims, increasing
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public awareness, reforming immigration laws, supporting
existing programs and creating new ones.

We support the State Department's annual Trafficking in
Persons Report as an important document to begin to
combat this abuse. We support and urge enforcement of
the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act (HR
3244) signed into law on October 28, 2000. This Act
authorizes funding for the prevention of trade in human
beings and for protecting victims. It gives the State
Department a historic opportunity to create an office with
the exclusive responsibility of ending traffic in humans
and protecting the victims of this worldwide trade. We
urge committed political support to achieve the
cooperation of all different levels of government.

The Green Party urges a more thorough dialog and
understanding of violence against women and girls,
including from prostitution and trafficking, that causes
health and injury damage that seriously degrades their
lives, even to death or premature death including from
HIV, syphilis and many other diseases, as well as causing
severe economic hardships. We call for solutions to this
enormous problem that can result in awareness and the
introduction of legislation in the U.S. Congress to address
it.
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ones, punishing traffickers, aiding victims, increasing
public awareness, reforming immigration laws, supporting
existing programs and creating new ones.

We support the State Department's annual Trafficking in
Persons Report as an important document to begin to
combat this abuse. We support and urge enforcement of
the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act (HR
3244) signed into law on October 28, 2000. This Act
authorizes funding for the prevention of trade in human
beings and for protecting victims. It gives the State
Department a historic opportunity to create an office with
the exclusive responsibility of ending traffic in humans
and protecting the victims of this worldwide trade. We
urge committed political support to achieve the
cooperation of all different levels of government.

The Green Party urges a more thorough dialog and
understanding of violence against women and girls,
including from prostitution and trafficking, that causes
health and injury damage that seriously degrades their
lives, even to death or premature death including from
HIV, syphilis and many other diseases, as well as causing
severe economic hardships. We call for solutions to this
enormous problem that can result in awareness and the
introduction of legislation in the U.S. Congress to address
it.

AMENDMENTS ARE SHOWN BELOW




REVISED TEXT WITH HOUSEKEEPING CHANGES
(AMENDMENT #1) AND OTHER AMENDMENTS IN BOLD

1. Women's Rights

Since the beginning of what we call civilization, when men's
dominance over women was firmly established, until the
present day, our history has been marred with oppression of
and brutality to women. The Green Party deplores this system
of male domination, known as patriarchy, in all its forms, both
subtle and overt — from oppression, inequality, and
discrimination to all forms of violence against women and girls
including rape, trafficking, forced sex which is also rape, slavery,
prostitution and violence against women within marriage and
relationships and in all institutions. ADD PARAGRAPH BREAK
HERE The change the world is crying for cannot occur unless
women's voices are heard. Democracy cannot work without
equality for women, which provides equal participation and
representation. It took an extraordinary and ongoing fight of
over 72 years for women to win the right to vote. However, the
Equal Rights Amendment, first introduced in 1923, has still not
been ratified as of today, representing a continuous struggle of
over 100 years with no victory in sight. We believe that
equality should be a given, and that all Greens must work
toward that end. We are committed to increasing participation
of women in politics, government and leadership so they can
change laws, make decisions, and create policy solutions that
affect and will improve women's lives TEXT REMOVED. In July
2002 the National Women's Caucus of the Green Party of the
United States was founded to ensure that the Party continues
to build and elect Greens to office who will honor that
commitment to women.

BLUE color shows text that has been added and RED
color shows text that has been deleted. GREEN
shows whether the change is considered a
"housekeeping” update or a new section.

1. Women's Rights

Since the beginning of what we call civilization, when men's
dominance over women was firmly established, until the
present day, our history has been marred with oppression of
and brutality to women. The Green Party deplores this system
of male domination, known as patriarchy, in all its forms, both
subtle and overt — from oppression, inequality, and
discrimination to all forms of violence against women and girls
including rape, trafficking, forced sex which is also rape, slavery,
prostitution and violence against women within marriage and
relationships and in all institutions.

[ADD PARAGRAPH BREAK HERE] [HOUSEKEEPING]

[CHANGES IN THIS PARAGRAPH ARE HOUSEKEEPING] The
change the world is crying for cannot occur unless women's
voices are heard. Democracy cannot work without equality for
women, which provides equal participation and representation.
It took an extraordinary and ongoing fight of over 72 years for
women to win the right to vote. However, the Equal Rights
Amendment, first introduced in 1923, has still not been ratified
as of today by 2012, representing a continuous struggle of over
100 years 87 years with no victory in sight. We believe that
equality should be a given, and that all Greens must work
toward that end. We are committed to increasing participation
of women in politics, government and leadership so they can
change laws, make decisions, and create policy solutions that
affect and will improve women's lives, and we are building our
party so that Greens can be elected to office to do this. In July




We also support, and call on others to support, the many
existing and ongoing efforts for women:

Social Equality

a. We support the equal application of the Constitution of
the United States of America to all citizens, and therefore call
for passage of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). We urge
accelerated ratification by three or more of the remaining TEXT
REMOVED states that are required to pass the ERA into law
and into the Constitution. We urge renewed efforts and
campaigns to ratify the ERA. We support the Equal Rights
Amendment reintroduced in the U.S. Congress, and support
using the precedent of a three-state strategy for ratification.

b. We call for equal representation of women in Congress,
which has not yet been achieved.

c. The Green Party calls for U.S. passage of CEDAW, the
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women, which was adopted in
1979 by the U.N. General Assembly and ratified by 173
countries. The U.S. is one of the very few countries,
and the only industrialized nation, that have not
ratified it.

d. The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission
should actively investigate and prosecute sexual
harassment complaints. Women who file complaints
must not be persecuted and should be protected under
federal and state law. We must enshrine in law the
basic principle that women have the same rights as
men, and promote gender equality and fairness in the

2002 the National Women's Caucus of the Green Party of the
United States was founded to ensure that carry out the Party’s
continues to build and elect Greens to office who will honor
that commitment to women.

We also support, and call on others to support, the many
existing and ongoing efforts for women:

Social Equality

a. We support the equal application of the Constitution of
the United States of America to all citizens, and therefore call
for passage of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). We urge
accelerated ratification by three or more of the remaining 15
states that are required to pass the ERA into law and into the
Constitution. We urge renewed efforts and campaigns to ratify
the ERA. We support the Equal Rights Amendment
reintroduced in the U.S. Congress, and support using the
precedent of a three-state strategy for ratification.

b. We call for equal representation of women in Congress,
which has n n achieved instead of the current
17% in 2012. [HOUSEKEEPING]

c. The Green Party calls for U.S. passage of CEDAW, the
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women, which was adopted in
1979 by the U.N. General Assembly and ratified by 173
countries. The U.S. is one of the very few countries,
and the only industrialized nation, that have not
ratified it.




work force to ensure that women receive equal pay for
jobs of equal worth.

e. We support the inclusion of an equal number of
women and men in peace talks and negotiations, not
only because these efforts directly affect their lives and
those of their spouses, partners, significant others,
children and families, but also because when women
are involved, the negotiations are more successful.

Reproductive Rights

Women's rights must be protected and expanded to guarantee
each woman's right as a full participant in society, free from
sexual harassment, job discrimination or interference in the
intensely personal choice about whether to have a child.

Women's right to control their bodies is non-negotiable. It is
essential that the option of a safe, legal abortion remains
available. The "morning-after" pill must be affordable and
easily accessible without a prescription, together with a
government-sponsored public relations campaign to educate
women about this form of contraception. Clinics must be
accessible and must offer advice on contraception and the
means for contraception; consultation about abortion and the
performance of abortions; and SEMICOLON REMOVED
abortion regardless of age or marital status.

We endorse women's right to use contraception and, when
they choose, to have an abortion. This right cannot be limited
to women's age or marital status. Contraception and abortion
must be included in all health insurance policies in the U.S., and
any state government must be able to legally offer these

d. The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission
should actively investigate and prosecute sexual
harassment complaints. Women who file complaints
must not be persecuted and should be protected under
federal and state law. We must enshrine in law the
basic principle that women have the same rights as
men, and promote gender equality and fairness in the
work force to ensure that women receive equal pay for
jobs of equal worth.

e. We support the inclusion of an equal number of
women and men in peace talks and negotiations, not
only because these efforts directly affect their lives and
those of their husbands spouses, partners, significant
others, [HOUSEKEEPING] children and families, but also
because when women are involved, the negotiations
are more successful.

Reproductive Rights

Women's rights must be protected and expanded to guarantee
each woman's right as a full participant in society, free from
sexual harassment, job discrimination or interference in the
intensely personal choice about whether to have a child.

Women's right to control their bodies is non-negotiable. It is
essential that the option of a safe, legal abortion remains
available. The "morning-after" pill must be affordable and
easily accessible without a prescription, together with a
government-sponsored public relations campaign to educate
women about this form of contraception. Clinics must be
accessible and must offer advice on contraception and the
means for contraception; consultation about abortion and the




services free of charge to women at the poverty level. Public
health agencies operating abroad should be allowed to offer
family planning, contraception, and abortion in all countries
that ask for those services. We oppose our government's habit
of cutting family planning funds when those funds go to
agencies in foreign countries that give out contraceptive
devices, offer advice on abortion, and perform abortions.

We encourage women and men to prevent unwanted
pregnancies. It is the inalienable right and duty of every
woman to learn about her body and to be aware of the phases
of her menstrual cycle, and it is the duty for every man to be
aware of the functions and health of his and his partner's
bodies. This information is necessary for self-determination, to
make informed decisions, and to prevent unintended
consequences. Unplanned conception takes control away from
individuals and makes them subject to external controls. TEXT
REMOVED BECAUSE IT IS ALREADY STATED ABOVE

Economic Equality

TEXT REMOVED Nationally, women as a whole earn only a
portion of what men earn and women of color earn even less,
despite the U.S. 1963 Equal Pay Act. We support intensified
effort to see this unfair gap closed, including support for the
Paycheck Fairness Act and similar legislation, and greater effort
at enforcement.

Single mothers are the largest and most severely impoverished
group in the United States, which explains why a substantial
number of children in our country live below the poverty line.
Welfare reform has forced mothers to abandon their children
while they travel to work at minimum wage jobs. With the

performance of abortions,; and; [HOUSEKEEPING] abortion
regardless of age or marital status.

We endorse women's right to use contraception and, when
they choose, to have an abortion. This right cannot be limited
to women's age or marital status. Contraception and abortion
must be included in all health insurance policies in the U.S., and
any state government must be able to legally offer these
services free of charge to women at the poverty level. Public
health agencies operating abroad should be allowed to offer
family planning, contraception, and abortion in all countries
that ask for those services. We oppose our government's habit
of cutting family planning funds when those funds go to
agencies in foreign countries that give out contraceptive
devices, offer advice on abortion, and perform abortions.

We encourage women and men to prevent unwanted
pregnancies. It is the inalienable right and duty of every
woman to learn about her body and to be aware of the phases
of her menstrual cycle, and it is the duty for every man to be
aware of the functions and health of his and his partner's
bodies. This information is necessary for self-determination, to
make informed decisions, and to prevent unintended
consequences. Unplanned conception takes control away from
individuals and makes them subject to external controls. The
"morning-after" pill and option of a safe and legal abortion
need to remain available. [NOTE - this is already stated two
paragraphs above so can be removed here.] [HOUSEKEEPING]

Economic Equality

[CHANGES IN THIS PARAGRAPH ARE HOUSEKEEPING] Since,
nNationally, women as a whole earn only g portion of what




extreme pay inequity, single mothers cannot afford child care,
nurture their children, and move out of poverty.

The Green Party supports real reforms to end poverty and
return dignity and opportunity to all mothers. We call for
implementing innovative programs that work with the
particular and special needs of motherhood. We also support
other programs such as a universal basic income (known also
as a guaranteed income or Citizen Dividend, as described in
True Cost Pricing and Tax Fairness, IV. E.) that will provide for
those who nurture the next generation — work that is of
incalculable importance to our society.

AMENDMENT #2 (new heading): Sexual Equality and
Protection from Exploitation

AMENDMENT #3 (new paragraph): We affirm the
womanhood of asexual, bisexual, heterosexual, intersex,
lesbian, polyamorous, and transgender women and their right
to be treated with dignity and respect. We affirm the right of
all women to experience and enjoy sexuality, particularly
those who have been denied such rights in the past. The
expression of our unique sexuality is a human right and we
support laws that protect this right.

AMENDMENT #4 (new paragraph to replace paragraph on
Swedish model below): We support decriminalizing sex for
pay by consenting adults so that the people who have sex for
pay can make full use of legal, health and labor protections
for protection against abuse and exploitation. We support the
right of people who have sex for pay to receive public
services, including medical treatment, child care and housing,
and access to education, unemployment benefits and social

men earn and women of color earn even less, 77% of men's
wages for equal work, despite outnumbering men in the
workforce and despite the U.S. 1963 Equal Pay Act., Wwe
support intensified effort to see this unfair gap closed,
including support for the Paycheck Fairness Act and similar
legislation, and greater effort at enforcement.

Single mothers are the largest and most severely impoverished
group in the United States, which explains why 22% of the a
substantial number of [HOUSEKEEPING] children in our country
live below the poverty line. Welfare reform has forced mothers
to abandon their children while they travel to work at
minimum wage jobs. With the extreme pay inequity, single
mothers cannot afford child care, nurture their children, and
move out of poverty.

The Green Party supports real reforms to end poverty and
return dignity and opportunity to all mothers. We call for
implementing innovative programs that work with the
particular and special needs of motherhood. We also support
other programs such as a universal basic income (known also
as a guaranteed income or Citizen Dividend, as described in
True Cost Pricing and Tax Fairness, IV. E.) that will provide for
those who nurture the next generation — work that is of
incalculable importance to our society.

[NEW HEADING ADDED TO PLATFORM] Sexual Equality and
Protection from Exploitation

[NEW SECTION ADDED TO PLATFORM] We affirm the
womanhood of asexual, bisexual, heterosexual, intersex
lesbian, polyamorous, and transgender women and their right

to be treated with dignity and respect. We affirm the right of all




security. We support criminal laws to prevent forced sex for
pay, human trafficking, abuse and violence. We acknowledge
that discrimination, marginalization and other structural
inequities affect people’s decision to engage in sex for pay
and we support government benefits, job training and
educational programs for those who want to leave the
industry.

AMENDMENT #5 (new paragraph): We support laws that
protect children from all forms of exploitation. This includes
protection from sexual exploitation, child prostitution and all
forms of sexual abuse, violence and harassment, including
pressuring or forcing children to engage in sexual activity and
the use of children in pornographic acts and materials. Early
or forced marriage and harmful traditions such as genital
mutilation shall be prohibited.

Violence and Oppression

Language is often used as a weapon by those with power, and
women have traditionally borne the brunt of inflicted injuries.
Freedom of speech is vital to democracy. However, we believe
that this freedom should not be used to perpetuate oppression
and abuse. AMENDMENT #6 (new text): All people have the
right to be free from violence, including all physical and
psychological abuse and economic exploitation, sexual
harassment and violence, rape and other forms of coerced
sex, including in or outside marriage or partnerships, in
detention, and in armed conflict.

Violence against women is increasing nationwide. We must
address the root cause of all violence even as we specifically
address violence to women. We support stronger legislation,

. en] ! icularly

who have been denied such rights in the past. The expression

of our unique sexuality is a human right and we support laws
that protect this right.

[NEW SECTION ADDED TO PLATFORM TO REPLACE PARAGRAPH
ON SWEDISH MODEL BELOW] We support decriminalizing sex

for pay by consenting adults so that the people who have sex
for pay can make full use of legal, health and labor protections
for protection against abuse and exploitation. We support the
right of people who have sex for pay to receive public services,
includi lical hi T - I
access to education, unemployment benefits and social
security. We support criminal laws to prevent forced sex for
pay, human trafficking, abuse and violence. We acknowledge
that discrimination, marginalization and other structural
inequities affect people’s decision to engage in sex for pay and

we support government benefits, job training and educational
rograms for th who wan leave the in ry.

NEW SECTION ADDED TO PLATFORIM] We support laws that

protect children from all forms of exploitation. This includes

protection from sexual exploitation, child prostitution and all
forms of sexual abuse, violence and harassment, including
pressuring or forcing children to engage in sexual activity and

f child . hi | ials. Earl
forced marriage and harmful traditions such as genital
mutilation shall be prohibited.

Violence and Oppression

Language is often used as a weapon by those with power, and
women have traditionally borne the brunt of inflicted injuries.




programs and enforcement. We also call for new dialog and
re-thinking that can lead to better language, ideas and
solutions. We urge that the term "domestic violence" be
replaced by the term "violence," because "domestic violence"
is not perceived as real violence, which leads to it not being
treated legally and practically for the violence that it is. We
urge that the term "sex work" not be used in relation to
prostitution. With the increasing conflation of trafficking (the
violent and illegal trafficking in women and girls for forced sex)
with prostitution, it is impossible to know which is which, and
what violence the term "sex work" is masking. No source in
existence knows which forms of prostitution comprise forced
sex and which comprise free will or choice prostitution. Forced
sex is rape, and it is a crime. An increasing number of experts
think the percentage of choice prostitution is very small,
leaving the larger number of women exposed to serious and
often fatal violence. Much of what is commonly called
prostitution is actually sex trafficking by definition. The Green
Party calls for a safer world for women and girls.

The Green Party has zero tolerance for the illegal international
trafficking in humans. Of the millions of humans trafficked
worldwide, the large majority are women and children who are
bought and sold as slaves. They are kept captive and in
debt-bondage that can never be paid off. Most are sold over
and over again for forced sex prostitution. Forced sex is rape
and a serious crime. Some are forced to labor in agriculture,
sweat shops, hotels, restaurants, domestic service and other
forms of servitude. TEXT REMOVED Coercive tactics —
including deception, fraud, intimidation, isolation, threat and
use of physical force, or debt bondage — are used to control
women. Estimates of human trafficking in the U.S. vary greatly
from 18,000 to 50,000 to over 100,000 with a worldwide

Freedom of speech is vital to democracy. However, we believe
that this freedom should not be used to perpetuate oppression
and abuse. [NEW SECTION ADDED TO PLATFORM] All people
have the right to be free from violence, including all physical
and psychological abuse and economic exploitation, sexual
harassment and violence, rape and other forms of coerced sex,

including in or outside marriage or partnerships, in detention,
and in armed conflict.

Violence against women is increasing nationwide. We must
address the root cause of all violence even as we specifically
address violence to women. We support stronger legislation,
programs and enforcement. We also call for new dialog and
re-thinking that can lead to better language, ideas and
solutions. We urge that the term "domestic violence" be
replaced by the term "violence," because "domestic violence"
is not perceived as real violence, which leads to it not being
treated legally and practically for the violence that it is. We
urge that the term "sex work" not be used in relation to
prostitution. With the increasing conflation of trafficking (the
violent and illegal trafficking in women and girls for forced sex)
with prostitution, it is impossible to know which is which, and
what violence the term "sex work" is masking. No source in
existence knows which forms of prostitution comprise forced
sex and which comprise free will or choice prostitution. Forced
sex is rape, and it is a crime. An increasing number of experts
think the percentage of choice prostitution is very small,
leaving the larger number of women exposed to serious and
often fatal violence. Much of what is commonly called
prostitution is actually sex trafficking by definition. The Green
Party calls for a safer world for women and girls.




estimate of over 27 million, the majority of which are women
and girls.

THIS PARAGRAPH WILL BE REPLACED BY AMENDMENT #4
ABOVE The Green Party calls for new U.S. legislation relating to
prostitution modeled on the Swedish law passed in 1999, now
adopted by other countries and being considered by more, that
has drastically reduced human trafficking and prostitution in
Sweden. That law criminalizes the purchase of services from
prostitutes, pimps and brothel keepers instead of criminalizing
the prostitutes. The Green Party urges the U.S. to open dialogs
and visit with Sweden as a step toward introducing legislation
in the U.S. Congress to address the exploitation, violence and
harm to women through prostitution.

The Green Party supports all efforts to eradicate this extreme
abuse of human rights, including but not limited to
enforcement of existing laws and passage of tough new ones,
punishing traffickers, aiding victims, increasing public
awareness, reforming immigration laws, supporting existing
programs and creating new ones.

We support the State Department's annual Trafficking in
Persons Report as an important document to begin to combat
this abuse. We support and urge enforcement of the Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act (HR 3244) signed into
law on October 28, 2000. This Act authorizes funding for the
prevention of trade in human beings and for protecting victims.
It gives the State Department an historic opportunity to create
an office with the exclusive responsibility of ending traffic in
humans and protecting the victims of this worldwide trade. We
urge committed political support to achieve the cooperation of
all different levels of government.

[CHANGES IN THIS PARAGRAPH ARE HOUSEKEEPING] The
Green Party has zero tolerance for the illegal international
trafficking in humans. Of the millions of humans trafficked
worldwide, the large majority are women and children who are
bought and sold as slaves. They are kept captive and in
debt-bondage that can never be paid off. Most are sold over
and over again for forced sex prostitution. Forced sex is rape
and a serious crime. Some are forced to labor in agriculture,
sweat shops, hotels, restaurants, domestic service and other
forms of servitude. According to Human Rights Watch, in all
cases Ccoercive tactics — including deception, fraud,
intimidation, isolation, threat and use of physical force, or debt
bondage — are used to control women. Estimates of human
trafficking in the U.S. vary greatly from 18,000 to 50,000 to
over 100,000 with a worldwide estimate of 12.5 over 27
million, the majority of which are mostly women and girls
children.

[THIS SECTION TO BE REMOVED FROM PLATFORM AND
REPLACED BY PARAGRAPH ABOUT DECRIMINALIZATION
ABOVE] The Green Party calls for new U.S. legislation relating
to prostitution modeled on the Swedish law passed in 1999,
now adopted by other countries and being considered by
more, that has drastically reduced human trafficking and
prostitution in Sweden. That law criminalizes the purchase of
services from prostitutes, pimps and brothel keepers instead of
criminalizing the prostitutes. The Green Party urges the U.S. to
open dialogs and visit with Sweden as a step toward
introducing legislation in the U.S. Congress to address the
exploitation, violence and harm to women through
prostitution.




The Green Party urges a more thorough dialog and
understanding of violence against women and girls, including
from prostitution and trafficking, that causes health and injury
damage that seriously degrades their lives, even to death or
premature death including from HIV, syphilis and many other
diseases, as well as causing severe economic hardships. We call
for solutions to this enormous problem that can result in
awareness and the introduction of legislation in the U.S.
Congress to address it.

The Green Party supports all efforts to eradicate this extreme
abuse of human rights, including but not limited to
enforcement of existing laws and passage of tough new ones,
punishing traffickers, aiding victims, increasing public
awareness, reforming immigration laws, supporting existing
programs and creating new ones.

We support the State Department's annual Trafficking in
Persons Report as an important document to begin to combat
this abuse. We support and urge enforcement of the Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act (HR 3244) signed into
law on October 28, 2000. This Act authorizes funding for the
prevention of trade in human beings and for protecting victims.
It gives the State Department an [HOUSEKEEPING] historic
opportunity to create an office with the exclusive responsibility
of ending traffic in humans and protecting the victims of this
worldwide trade. We urge committed political support to
achieve the cooperation of all different levels of government.

The Green Party urges a more thorough dialog and
understanding of violence against women and girls, including
from prostitution and trafficking, that causes health and injury
damage that seriously degrades their lives, even to death or
premature death including from HIV, syphilis and many other
diseases, as well as causing severe economic hardships. We call
for solutions to this enormous problem that can result in
awareness and the introduction of legislation in the U.S.
Congress to address it.




